Historical Overview of

The Pekingese Club of America
By Tony Rosato

The Pekingese made its first appearance outside'of 19

century China when fivel&ve Pekebetween 36 pounds

were brought to Englanfdom Beijing (thenPeking in

1860following the stormingpf the Imperial Summer

Palacan Beijing by British and Frencboldiers In those

days he breed waknown asPekimgese Spanielsas well as

ASun ,didgon alhagsicPe ki ngese Pug:s
Pekingesavere firstclassifiedin Englard in 1898together

with Japanes€hinwhichwerec al | ed AJapanese
thenand until 19771 n t he | ate 18000s é
the two breedsvere very similain appearance/ith Chins

tendingto breed truas opposed to the Pekingese which did

naot. Since that timeChins haveremairedvirtually

unchangeavhile Pekingese hav&f coursechangedjuite

radically in appearance but not character.

PEKINESE SPANIEL—C%Z, Goobwoon Lo, JAPANESE SPANIEL—Ch. KiKu oF NAGOYA.
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Forty-one years afterthebéd s appearance i n
Peke was shown in Philadelphia by Mrs. George Thomas

and the breed immediately endeared itself to prominent
exhibitors as it has ever since.

Through the yearBekingese have
been one of th&op Toys,with
three WestminstdBest in Show
winners and fivédPekingese that
becametl All Breeds One of
them, Ch. Chikil 6 Sun of
Cavershangon right), held the All-
breed Best in Showecord for 22

years

cognlzed Pekingesel'wo years
. | before that, a Peke heawho
would become the first AKC
~| Champion, Ch. 3ang of

= | Downshire(on left), was first
| shown at Cedaurst, Long
| Island, owned by a British
immigrant Mrs. MabelMandy,
a founding member arttiefirst President of The
Pekingese Club of Ameriq@CA).




Along withMrs. Mandy was a group of socialites from the New

P RN E ST Pou an " or RS, 3 PUNORCAR OR: MINEDLA 0)- 14 York Clty ared Who
formedPCA on May
B 111909 in the

Manhattadaw offices
of one of theclub
founders, Mr. M.E.
Harby, Esq., who was
alsotheC|l u frst s
Show Chairmamand
whose wife was also a
| PCA Director and top

{ breeder of Pekingese

Mrs. Morris Mandy PCA Founder

There were 16ounders all from New York except
Margaret Barron of San Francisco




In addition,t hough not ¢l ub fealunder s.
patronswere Lady Algernon Gordon Lennox, a breed

pioneer and visionary in the Ulindfamed financier

JohnPierpont Morgan, aoted sportsman in many breeds,

who becaméhe HonoraryPresidentof The Pekingese Club

of Americaand Vice Chairman of the Peking Palace Dog
Association in Britain.

The Club still offerdvir . Mor gan
perpetual trophy ats specialty in :
Manhattan originally offered for Best
of Breedand now offered for Best of
Opposte Sex Morgan'ssterling silver
trophyis housedat AKC Headquarters
in New York. It's m permanent
displaytherea | ong wi t h
prestigiousg=nglisnmade Lasca
McClure Halley Trophy, one of the
largest in the sportionaedin 1929 by
prominent haniér Mr. McClure Halley -
in memory of his late wife, Lasca, J.P. Morgan

who wasa judge and PCAD r ect or 1L Thesehe 19
distinguishedsterling silver PCArophes appraised in

2008 and said to be "worth a fortunestmain a symbol of

The Pekingese CIl ubheontdge Amer i ca

In 1909,PCA adopted its breed first standard verbatim
from The Pekingese Club Britain which had been
founded 5 years earlieand has amendedfdur times



since thenin 1933, 195@adopted by Canada)995 and
againin 2004

Mr. Richard Bauer, handling. Judge, Ms. Clara Alford.

Although the first Chinesenports to Englandveighed
between & pounds, the British and American parent clubs
established ah8-pound weightlimit to accommodate the
b r e éduwgeeingopukbrity andencourage participation
by more exhibitors. Tat brought opposition from the
breedpuristfounders whauccessfullyforcedthe weight
limit backdown initially to 10 poundslfy forminga new
club - The Pekin Palace Dog AssociatjorButthe British
parent clubThe Pekingese Clubyentually compromed
tol4 poundsvhich became #limit in the AKC standard
(which added disqualification over 1gounds). The
British lateramened ther standard to e adbal iieight



