
From PCA's 2010 Winter Bulletin: 

Health Committee, Chair, Tony Rosato 

PCA is leading the way on understanding BAS.  The Club's seminar in Indianapolis was very well attended and we 

launched the Pekingese Genome Project at the same time, thanks to Dr. Gabriel Covo, the PCA Health Committee, the 

PCA Board of Directors and the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  That led to a similar international conference on BAS 

in England in January, again with the NIH and PCA Health Committee members Dr. Udenberg and Dr. Small involved.  

English Dog World newspaper has covered the story.  Here's a report from 

PCA committee members. -  Tony   

Reports from England - PCA Health Committee members 
 
Dr. Nicolas Small writes: 
I would like to highlight the highly successful International Conference "New 
ideas-New Concepts"  which saw the launch of the PCA & NIH/Ostrander's 
Laboratory's Brachycephalic Airways Syndrome (BAS)  genome study in the 
UK. This was an exciting event which heard from National and International 
experts in the field of Pekingese Health.  
 
The ground breaking event was organised by the The Pekingese Club in 
association with many other Pekingese Clubs, the Pekingese PROGRESS 
group and the recently formed Brachycephalic Dog Open Group BCDOG. 
 
The special guest speaker was Dr. Terill Udenberg, the Canadian Veterinary 
Surgeon and authority on BAS.  
 
His lively and energetic presentation also stimulated an active debate. Dr. 
Udenberg said that relatively small shifts in nasal shape is a major contributor 
to the ability of Pekingese and other Brachycephalic breeds to breathe more easily.  He recently helped launch the joint 
U.S. National Institute of Health and Pekingese Club of America's BAS genome study at their Centennial Show in 
Indianapolis. There was considerable interest in the launch of the genome study in the UK. 
 
Many Pekingese owners demonstrated their commitment to the health of the breed by bringing their dogs to be tested and 
the launch was given further impetus by the participation of Bulldogs in the study. The innovative collaboration between 
Pekingese owners worldwide is a landmark event for the breed and with the commitment from several leading breeders in 
the UK to register with the project there is an excellent chance of being able to identify genetic markers in the future. 
 
Dr. Udenberg said, "To my knowledge this is the first time that three countries (USA, Canada and the UK) have united for 
the improvement of any health issue within any breed. The Pekingese breed should be proud of this landmark 
development." 
 
During the conference many aspects of Pekingese and Brachycephalic Health issues were addressed and for the first 
time in the breed we were able to hear directly from senior figures in the UK Kennel Club and the Animal Health Trust.  
Dr Jeff Sampson, Genetics Adviser to the Kennel Club, explored genetic principles that we can apply to our breeding 
programs.  The conference also agreed to explore the possibility of developing a far reaching epidemiological research 
program which will look at Pekingese Health issues over a number of years.   
 
In addition, the conference heard from Damien Bush, a prominent veterinary orthopedic specialist in the UK, who 
explained how we can identify and treat back problems in the breed. However, it was encouraging to note that Pekingese 
presenting with spinal issues represented a small proportion of total spinal problems seen in his specialist veterinary 
practice. 
 



The conference was held on Saturday, Jan. 16, 2010 
at Sketchley Grange Hotel in Hinckley, Leicestershire.  
 
Brenda Oades, Secretary of the UK Pekingese Club, 
said "We are delighted with the extremely positive 
feedback that we received from the conference's many 
participants. This is an exciting time for Pekingese as 
well as other brachycephalic breeds." 

Dr. Terill Udenberg writes: "The atmosphere of this 

meeting was particularly positive toward the research 

that we are doing, and they brought many dogs to the 

meeting for evaluation. We assessed about twenty 

Pekingese, two Bulldogs, and discussed with a 

representative from the Pug Association who also 

want to be part of the study if possible. Two well 

known  Pekingese kennels have made a request for 

a planned visit to their facilities where they have 

large numbers of family members, all of which 

should be included in the study. One amazing UK 

breeder brought two BAS affected dogs, to be 

included, which may be a great turning point in our 

study. I take my hat off to her, as she is the first 

breeder to come forward, anywhere in the world, with affected dogs.  

  

The visit to the United Kingdom, to solidify the unified approach to Pekingese health was a complete success -- an 

exciting step forward for international cooperation.  The Pekingese breeders are leading the way for other breeds." 

Dr. Gabriel Covo writes: "Although the financial burden on the members for the Genome Project has been eliminated by 

the NIH, we still need more dogs' bloods to complete a fully proper and correct study in an effort to gather all the 

information possible.  

 

Members should bring their dogs to the NIH table at the New Orleans specialty show.  You can have multiple blood 

samples drawn on different dogs, but we need unrelated samples, i.e., the submissions should not be closely related.  

Members should take care not present the same dog twice for blood sample submissions. Thank you for supporting the 

P.C.A.'s Pekingese Genome Project."  -  Gabriel A. Covo, M.D. 

 

Pekingese Club of America Health Clinic at the National Specialty  

Profile on the Seminar Presenters ~ Saturday, December 5, 2009 

 

Terill S. Udenberg, DVM is known for his dedication to animal health, having worked as a veterinarian and 

research scientist for his entire professional career.  He is a CKC judge and has 

bred and exhibited multi Best in Show winners and Best in Specialty winners in 

Canada and America.  His dedication to canine health is exemplified by his 

service with Canadian Animal Assistance Team, a charity that provides free 

medical treatment to animals caught in natural disasters. He was on the faculty of 

Animal Science at the University of British Columbia, and was head of Research 

and Development for Hoechst Pharmaceutical.  Dr. Udenberg is an expert of BAS 

etiology and related surgical interventions.  He serves on the PCA Health 

Committee and is familiar with the challenges BAS currently presents the 

Pekingese community.  He will present a lecture on BAS at an International 

conference for brachycephalic breeds in the UK in January 2010. 



Jeffrey J. Schoenebeck, PhD is a PRAT Postdoctoral Fellow from the Cancer Genetics Branch of the 

National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI), part of the National 

Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Maryland.  His work with The Pekingese 

Club of America is through the Ostrander lab, a leader in the field of canine 

genetics since its inception over 15 years ago. The lab built the first linkage map of 

the dog and completed at least five iterations that have brought them to map over 

4,500 markers. The Ostrander lab has published more than 120 papers on canine 

genetics and wrote the white paper that resulted in the multi-million dollar canine 

genome sequencing project, completed in 2005. The lab currently has active 

projects focused on finding genetic variation responsible for several types of 

cancer, hip dysplasia, Addisonôs disease, osteoarthritis, brachycephalic airway 

syndrome and a variety of complex physical traits. 

Dr. Schoenebeck's work at the Ostrander Lab is now focusing on defining the genetic underpinnings of 

canine skull morphology and skeletal size.  Dr. Schoenebeck received his PhD in Developmental Genetics 

from New York University School of Medicine and his B.S. in Biological Sciences from Penn State. He has 

presented his findings from various genetic and research topics in Hawaii, New York, Wisconsin, California, 

Massachusetts, The Netherlands and Indianapolis. 

Dr. Nicolas M. W. Small, B.Sc, MB BS, MRCGP, is a GP Partner (Primary Care Physician) in a busy 

12,500 patient practice in Hertfordshire, England.  Along with his medical training, 

he also has a degree in Genetics.  In addition to his patient responsibilities, he 

chairs a health commissioning group which is responsible for the health care of 

80,000 patients. His wider responsibilities have been marked by an award from 

the UK Department of Health presented to the group that Dr. Small heads.  

Dr. Small has had a long involvement with Pekingese as an owner for over 30 

years.  Along with his brother and sisters, he breeds and exhibits Pekes under the 

Swaggerboot prefix in the UK.  In October 2008, he helped found the UK 

Pekingese Group called PROGRESS which aims to integrate science in 

addressing the health needs of Pekingese, while respecting the history and 

character of the breed. Dr. Small is a member of The Kennel Club and is also on the Committee (Board of 

Directors) of the English Pekingese Club as well as The Pekingese Club of America's Health Committee.  

 In August 2009, Dr. Small was appointed by The English Kennel Club as Pekingese Breed Health 

Coordinator. 
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