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Report by Lorraine and Megan Moran

We were contacted by Tony Rosato and John French
who invited us to participate in AKC Meet The Breeds in
New York City. What an exciting invitation to be able to
talk about Pekes to people who actually listened and
asked questions. WE HAD ONE PROBLEM. All our
Pekes were shaved down. We brought show pictures
with them in full coat.

Friday was for setting up. Someone told us about buying
banners on line and we took the plunge and bought 2
banners. One with the name of our organization and one
with the Centennial logo on it. We searched the house
for Chinese artifacts and decided to use less rather than
more decorations. Just like the origin of the breed.

Saturday the doors were open to the public at 10am.
People were friendly, full of questions, and brought
pictures on their cell phones of their Pekes. There was a
banner in each isle with a listing of each breed. All the
breeds of cats and dogs were placed in alphabetical
order. Of course the cats were separated from the dogs
in their own section. A girl about 12 years of age came
by with her mother and told us that Caitlyn (our Junior)
was her friend. She was interested in photography and
goes to dog shows to shoot exceptionally good pictures.
Many things were planned on the schedule for people to
learn and enjoy, such as lectures, rings for showing
breeds as a group, AKC Booths for interaction with the
public, information booths, vendor booths. The handouts
were fabulous: baseball hats, cases of wee wee pads,
etc. When Gene Moran went to go into the group ring
with our Champion Peke, a steward told him the
miscellaneous Group was last. Gene explained it was a
shaved down Peke. The steward said, "Of course, my
mistake," and then apologized 10 more times.

Sunday was a repeat of the same. Many Junior stopped
to chat.
recognized her and Caitlyn from the handouts we
brought to promote Junior Showmanship in PCA. Then
we devised a game for the kids. The participant had to
close his/her eyes and pull a recycled show ribbon from
the box (only one). We then explained to each one what
place they had obtained. Some mentally challenged
adults were also invited to play. Much to our
amazement the Juniors asked if they could keep the
ribbons. We thought with them showing they would have
no use for them. One boy asked why there were
different logos on the same color ribbon. The father
explained to him that they were different shows. We told
visitors they could hold the Pekes for pictures they were
thrilled. Many said they liked the "short haired" Peke
better. At least they know Pekes can be shaved down
and owners need not worry about all the grooming. And
of course they looked so cute that way.

We had a wonderful time at AKC Meet The Breeds and
so did the public, exhibitors, vendors, AKC personnel,
and union people. Our booth was manned by Gene
Moran, Megan Moran, Lorraine Moran and Diane
Jansson (Megan's Mother). There were 30,000
attendees. Since our booth was so active we did not
have time for lunch either day. The AKC team was
completely accommodating, extremely polite, friendly
and supportive. Three AKC Delegates stopped to say
hello along with two AKC Board members. AKC put on
a wonderful, exciting successful, inspiring event, and the
public deserves this educational opportunity every year.
| think next year the elevator in the front at the Javits
Center will have to grow by leaps and bounds.
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