T he Pekingese
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A remote British museum revéals enlightening clues toPekingese origins
p- by Tony Rosato Articlefirst published in 1998
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Philosophers have a saying which g6As soon as you learn all the answers to all the
we never stop learning.

| certainly found that to be the case :
during a stay in England when | paid @
visit to The Walter Rothschild |
Zoological Museum situated in the
small quiet village of Tring- about30 [
miles Northvest of London- and *
made an ey@pening discovery.

Dog lovers willig to make the
pilgrimage to the Tringnuseum will
get an ugclose look at the remarkabl
collection of 88 breeds of dogs most §
dating back tahe first decade of the
20th century. The museum's
fascinating dog collection was movedtto Tring fromLondon in 1968 after beingdden
away frompublic view a long time The collectiordisplays some little known breedsd some
of the finest representatived The Kennel Club'srad AKC's recognized breeds known a
century ago.

As one would expect, some breeds have changed consideralplyearancerhile ahers have
changed very littlesuch as the Japanese Chior Japanese Spaniel as it was called until 1977.
Exhibition labes accompanyach exhibiandexplain its history.



For example,le label next to the Japanese Spaniel ré@dewn for the first time in England in
1862. Ancient origin and closely related to the Pekingese. Male. Presented by Sir William
Ingram. Bred in Japan. Imported Erance. Died 1905. Said to be the finest dog of its breed in
Europe”

Remarkably, th€hin in the museum cabinet looks good enough to win big in the ring today.
But you couldn't say that about the preserved 19th century Pekingese standing next to him.
That Pekéhappens to ba famous one callethh Cum" He'sconsidered the "Dog Adam" or
founding stud dog of Pakgese in the Western Wonlhich virtually every Peke in the show
ring today worldwide claims as its ancestor.

Ah Cum about 1905

Ah Cumwas just a yearld when he
wasimported to England in 1896
directly from the Forbidden City in
Beijing along with andter Peke
Historical accounts relate thsgveral
other 19th century Pekingeseported
from the Forbidden City during the late
: : 19th and early 20th otéuries weighed
A \ ' | roughly between-3® pounds, the first of
‘ ' 4 ) which began arriving in England 1860
and later Amerlca But Ah Cum was considered one of the best of that period and his stud wor
marks a starting point in recorded pedigrees for thedwhich is why he's mentioned and
often picturedn a number of earlgreed books

The exhibition label next to Ah Cum states that he was imported by one of the breed's pionee
Mrs. T. Douglas Murray, became a champion in 1904 and died the follyearg

Pekingese fanciers are lucky to have one of the earliest and actual foundation dogs of the bre
preserved for posterity in the Rothschild Museum, and it is certainly interesting to see how
drastically the breed has changed in 100 ye@rsso | hought.

Ah Cum stands at the very end of a 75 ft.

glass walled case in the museum, right next to
the Chinsomeii C h a r-41 CaeabepKing
Charles Spaniels (or English Toy Spaniels as
they are known in the 8.), and a unique

small dog that has fadedaobscurity and
astounded me when [ first noticed him called
4t he Chinese fAHappao d:i

1 L-R, Ah Cum, Japanese Chin and Happa
Dog, late 19 - early 20n century




thebreed, Ah Cum, it was the Happa dog that was theopgaer--- because the Happa

dog's type, proportion and overall construction were far more familiar to me as a Peke
breedelandappeaedfar more like the Pekingese we know todhagin the breed's well
documented patriarch standing next to him.

I f | expected to learn something about the history of Pekingese by seeing the founding sire

The smooth coat factor on the Happa dog was assue in my view becauses we all know,
manybreeds produce in two coat varieties, smooth vs. long, rough or wire coat, including
Chows, Chinese Shdtei, Chihuahuas, Fox Terriefer example Even in the early dayBugs
produced irtwo coat varieties- smath ard rough-- andQueen Victoriehadtheroughvariety

in her kennelslt turns outthat Pekingese also had smooth and long coat varieties back then
too, but the smoothwerebred out of the gene pool soon after the turn of thec2@tury.

There are a number gbod accounts direeding activity otheearly Pekingese breedens
England and Amerigaghough one thing always remained unclear. People wondered how
British breeders- who are credited with a major role in developing the moéetkingese-

were able to produce compact, barrel chested, heavily coated Peke with short, heavy boned,
well bowa forelegs usingate 19th and early 20th century breeding stock that was more
upstanding, often with longer, narrow bodiegth little or no bow whatsoever in their forelegs.

The assumption ltkalwaysbeen that Pekingese breeders of yesteryear developlektte

"from within" -- through inbreedingwh i ch al |l egedly produced a
hidden characteristicsOrthe thinking wasperhapshere weranutationswhich couldexplain

the expression of some tra#ted heevolution of the breed's appearantbody ever really
guestionedt.

But a more logical, even obvious, answer to the mysterhideten in the Rothschild Museum
in Tring with the ancient Happa dd@a-Jen" whose "Pekingesey" characteristics are more
typical, more recognizable, and positively more likely ttreabreed's reordedpatriarch, Ah
Cum

The Happa dg exhibits typical traits for the breed as we know it today. He has the correct
body shape for a modern Pekingese with barrel rib and is low to ground. He has a bowed fror
not straight forelegs like Ah Cum presented next to him for comparison. The'slé&ppad

shallow head, large wideset eyes and earset level with the topskull are more typical of a mods
Pekingese thaAh Cum. Theobviousatypical traitsarethe Happa's short tail and faulty tail
carriage But theseare anomalies that remain a remote factor in the modern Pekingese ge
pool and represent traits that can be | mp
perspective as a longtime Pekingese breeder, seeing the Happa dog was like "comling home
andfilled in a keymissing piece of the Pekingese evolutionary puzzle

was adopted by the Japanese Spaniel Club in England while Pelatsatrib time were
called Pekingese Spaniels. Soon a#iatistinction wasnade betweethetwo kinds of
spaniels- "Japanese" and "Pekingeserior to the formation of The Pekingese Club of

I n 1898, just two years after Ah Cum was imported to England, the first Pekingese standar



England in 1904, just five years before The Pekingese Club of America was founded. It was
about the time the American parent club was incorporated that the Bappppeared on the
scene in the UKvhile the Pekinggse craze was coming of ageNew York's elite social circles
So, wasthe HappdTa-Jen"the right dog in the right place at the right timeshapethe
development of the modern Pekingese phenotype?

If this particular Happa dog did have more of a direfttence on the modern Peke's distive
breed characteristicepw is itthatwe haven't heartchoreabouthim in theaccountf breed
history Why diedhoATa main in obscurity and eve
many of his characteristiese recognized in the breed to@ay

For one thing, Ta&n the Happa dog stda a London museum that sustained heavy damages
from bombings during W.W.II. Quite a number of the dogs in the museum's collection were
destroyed (or disappearethcluding some Pekingese) and the ofshe collectionwent into
storage for nearly 20 years immediately after the war. Then, in 1968, the collection was restol
and reopened to the public in the tuckadvayvillage of Tring.

Many Peke breeders in Britain today would not heaen oknown aboutAh Cum or the

Happa dog in London before W.W. INoone hadseen either dogfter themuseum's dog
collection was movetb Tring. Butthat's not surprisingJust ask any resideneM Yorker if
they've ever gone inside the Statue of Liberty or to the top of the Empire State Building and tf
answer is likely to be "Never.So,we can easily understand why the Happa Dog remained in
virtual obscurity from the time he became a prestmeaseum exhibi&round 1912

The exhibition label for the Happa Dog readsidwn in China since 700 BC. Probably the
basic breed from which the Pekingese was developed and perhaps also ancestral to the Pug.
‘Ta-Jen', male, imported from Peking 1906, died 1912. éhesl by the Hon. Mrs. Carnedie

Happa dog TaJen imported from Peking 1906

Considering the Happa dog's smooth coat factor
and other traits, it's easy to see hosvand his
ancestors areelated to the PugYetwhile |

observed the differels between the two very
different ancient preserved "Pekes" in thieng
museuma British breeder of champion Working
dogs approached me and very mattefactly
commented on how the offspring of the Happa dog
and Ah Cum were crosggesaying "and that's how
we got he moden Peke!" Thabreeder's
nonchalance and astutenéssk me abackecause iy years of breeding, exhibiting and
judging Pekes | had never heard that theory before and had just been considering that likelihc
myself.




1912 book titledThe Pekingesdby Mi ss Lill i an Symthe (

two photosof TaJen as a youngster and refers t
claimed that this nunilganekndwn ih England dha rppoeaentedo
the true type of Chinese Sleeve Dog. The
Mrs. Lancel ot Carnegie whilst at H. BbtM' s
helped in acquiring thdog.

B ut this Happadog'shistorywas recordedand he was an important dog in his delye

Ta-Jen and LiTzu the Gold Medal winner with Mrs. Carnegie's
Chinese maid, Shen AlNu

Around the same time that Mrs. Carnegie brought the Happa dog to
England she also ingpted a black Peke froBeijing named LiTzu

| who became the Gold Méedainner of The Pekingese Club (UK) in
1907 for Top Winning Pekingese of the year.

| Given the fact that Mrs. Carnegie was a top exhibitor at theamde
| brought in the only known Happa dog to England and Framee,
| wonderswhat interesthis unusual dog stied among other leading Peke
breedershen As the British breeder at the museum suggested, did Mrs.
| Carnegie andomeof her contemporaries cross the Happa dog with
E | their other Pegsto acquire the Happa dog's bdetype, the bowed

*| front, broad flat topskull and earset on their future stock?

A closer look at somealier history ofHappa dogreveals more interesting clues to the origin
of Pekingese and theirdgopment in ancient Chinparticularlyin how the bred relates
genetically to other Asian toy breeds.

According to one of the most definitive and highly respected sources on the history of Asian
dogs,Dogs of China and Japan in Nature and BytV.W.F. Collier, published early 20th
century, the term "Happadg" was used by the Chinese for virtually any small lap dog of any
breed. "Happa" was the Manchu word for "limp, or roll in the walk," with of course the roll
(hopefully not the limp) being regarded as typically characteristic of the Pekingese gait.

A Mr. Laufer in hisAnnals of Shantung Provine&ote about small lap dogs in Tibet in the late
19th Century referring to them as "low, small, clean and cunning, with which you can play,
called a Happa Dog."

If we delve into the breeding practices of the Chéeunuchs and Buddhist monks who for
centuries were responsible for producing valued characteristics in dogs and cats in palaces a
monasteries, it's clear these breeders freely practiced crossbreeding. For example, Collier st
in his writings "In Clina, the breed (Shih Tzu) is nowadays sometimes crossed with Pekingese
with a view to introducing length of coat to that breed.



Then too, in Britainn 1952 a Kennel Club sanctioned Peke/Shih Tzu cross was conducted
officially for the purpose of modifyinghih Tzu breed typeAs we all know, breeds were
createdand improvedhroud crosdreedng, soit's no stretch of the imagination to presume
thatofficial PekeShih Tzucross-- which took place over several generatiengery likely
produced crossbreds thaietly made their way into the hands of clever Peke breedsos
looking for a @mpetitive edge easily addedlonger coat tduture generations afhowstock
albeit off the record

Anyone who is aware of the unofficial but well established practice of crossbreeding that wen
on in the Terrier world in Britairfor examplecan easily put this into perspective. There is the
well known story of an English champion Lakeland Terrier that &Eger got its champion title

asa Welsh Terrier, getting one challenge certifiagatboth breeds from the same judge.

In earlier daysthe Kennel Club in England accepted registrations from unknown paréntiage
say nothing of the fact that pedigrees and registrationcgbioins through the years were based
solelyon the honor systenDNA parentage identification and verification didn't have an
impact on registration policy anywharethe dog worlduntil the mid 1990s, and that was in the
U.S. when the AmericaKennel Club introduced thmlicy which now applies to all frequently
used sires and dams registered with AKC.

century, these dogs were a miscellaneous mixture of a number of b&®eBsitish
breedes were accustord to thisandclearly had their work cut out for them in
sorting out the traits and genes.

When the Asian breeds first began their regular influx into Britain in the mid 19th

In China there wasi0 taboo associated with continual crossbreeding and of coergetitice
produced a variety of types. ltisderstandablthenwhy theChinese would have been inclined

to use a generic, cat@il term such as "Happa" for a small lap dog of any kind. The distinction
between breeds in many instances would have been blurred, and even some of the best dog:
which approached the ideal would matve necessarily bred true, although it was said the
Japanese Spaniel was more likely to breed true than the Pekingese.

Because the Asian culture is steeped in mysticism, one of the highest priorities in breeding in
ancientChina was the production dbgs with special markingshich had symbolic
significance and greatvalué.n parti cul ar, the white forel
superior mark of Buddha, 0o which the Chine:
eyebrows." It cou be for this reason alone that many of the dogs depicted in ancient Chinese
artwork exhibit particolor trais which TaJenalso exhibits

Although TaJen is not a parttolor, he actually displays a sizable white padior blaze on his
foreheadwhich is fully visible in the 1912 photo of him as a young dog in Lillian Smythe's
book mentioned earliefThis isan indication that the dog was highalued according to
Chinese culture Hiswhite forehead marking éeed somewhat with age, thoughsiill
perceptible in the museuntie also tas (barely perceptiblstripes throughout his coat as seen
in Bulldogs, Boxers and other breeds.



Happa dog TaJen in the Rothchilds Zoological Museum in
Tring

Considering the value that Cleise mysticism placed on pactlor
markingsi,t's clear why ancient Chinese aften depictekingese
as particolors But its interesting to note thhbthJapanese Chin

o | breedersindPekingese bexlersequally claimthe very saménages
- | inancient Chinesartto berepresentationsf their ownbreeds and
| proof of ancient origin. Buds we can see from lookirag a19th

centuryphoto of the two Japanese Chin and a Pekingese owned by
Queen Alexandra (que@onsort to King Edward VIl of England),

« it's obvious that the distinction between these two breeds was not as

clearly defined as it is today

Dog's owned by Britain's
Queen Alexandra

The Peke

be called anything from'

The two Japanese Chin | Queen Alexandra's

Pekingese ad two Chin

To add to the ambiguity, in
past centuries Pugs in China
produced in all colors even
particolor. $ with respecto
which breed is depicted in
ancient Chinese artwork, even
though modern Chin and Peke
breedes believdt's their

breed it may be that these
paintingsmerelydepict

generic dogs that coukhsily

Ry

‘partiolor Pugs" to "smooth coatediBAzus" to "particolor

Happas to rough coged versions oény of them

In 1867, a Dr. W. Lockhart wrote that "a small blastdwhite, longlegged, pugnosed,
prominent-eyed dog was one of the two kindsRafgsin China," which if the dogwere rough
coatedsounds as though it could have been a reference to a Japanesesspaaiekingese at
that time were also known as Pekingese Pugs.

Mr. Collier writes about a shedoateddog in 19th Century Gha known as a "Dragon Claw

Pud' which was very low to the ground with long feathering on the ears, legs and tail, with the
tail being very curly. That breed has supposedly been extinct for over 150 years, but the traits
clearly corelate to those seen in early Pekingese in England at the beginning of the 20th
century. Even today it's still common to see curly tails in Pekes as well as a kink in the end of
the tail in some lines traits associated with Pugs (curl) and Lhgg&as in tail).



We also sometimes see Pekes or Lhasas with black tipped tongues today, which can only ha
come from distant crosses to the Chow Chow. The reabolz#2e 19th Century China, the
opinion was held that Pekingese with spotted tongueswere marketable to the Europeans

from crosses long ago to othefated breeds comes through. The point of course is that
individual genes endure indefinitelt which is exactly why captured genes from an
outstanding prepotent stud dog or brood bitch can be so valuable through so many generatiol

Even though the Pekingese gene pool appears segregated today, the expression of trait

It is amazing tht the Happa dog remained hidden for so many years, and at the same time
somewhat ironic that this single lofigrgotten dog could have had more influence on the
modern Pekingese gene pool than anyone today ever imagined.

But if anything, the story of thuniqle, hddenaway Happdrings into focus a notion filled
with possbilities and promise thajoes to the heart of breeding programs everywhere
throughout the dog show worldthat being, the difference just one breeding or a single dog
can make througmany generations and maybe even to the lotgrm future of a breed.

Tony Rosato viewing Ah Cum and Happa Dog
at the Walter Rothschilds Zoological Museum, Tring, England



