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Imperial Legacy

Pekingese fanciers from around the globe gathered to celebrate
150 years of Butterfly Lions in the Western world.

By David Allan Feller

or every owner, a dog is a totem: an

object of spiritual importance,

emblematic of goals, values, even
memories.Sometimeshe memories are
modest and personathildhood playmates
fondly recalled, a loyal dog who dried tears
a time of sorrow.

In purebreds, the iconic character of each breed often conjurs up more romantic fantasies:
Scottish Deerhound owners enjoy the aisof the dignified athlete curled in their living room,
and recall their royal roots, the lethal bursts of power that allow them to run down game in a
moor; Newfoundlands inspire proud thoughts of powerful dogs saving drowning children;



Miniature Bull Teriers are revered for
their heritage as vermin hunters, even
@ thoughhardly any see life on a farm.

Dogs make gu feel in some way that
you are where theyhave been

No breed serves up more such memories
as the Pekingese. They came directly
-~ | from the Sunmer Palace in Beijing in

the mid19th century and were brought

to Britain as an exotic trophy and spoil

of colonial advancement. To this day, Pekingese evoke images of dynastic China and the rick
decorated parlors of British aristocracy.

For one weekeatlast February, 140 Pekingese fanciers from around the world lived out their
"Cinderella” dreams. On that weekend, their Graces the Duke and Duchess of Richmond play
host to the Pekingese Club (U.K.) at the
opulent Goodwood Estate in Sussex Coulity
to cdebrate the breed's introduction to the
West.

The guests toured the duke's palatial hormp f et = == T B

(while sipping champagne and nibbling o y ¢ ﬁi hingl éf ] E ; q
canapés!), and attended a gala dinner ang ERL GWTNELE %8000 1
specialty conformation show judged by
prominent Pekingese breeder and judge A
Offiler. The lavish proceedings provided a
grand backdrop for the dogs, and a
wonderful insight into the cultural significance that attracts so many to the breed.

FAB FIVE

Unlike other breeds with geographic names, Pekingese uniquely lay claimdgstinot points

of origin: the Summer Palace of the Chinese emperor in the East and the Goodwood Estate,
Great Britain, in the West. Recent archival work conducted for the club has revealed new
insights regarding when the first dogs were received in Bddgl@m China.

It has long been held that the "Goodwood Pair," a dog and bitch named Guh and Meh, arrivec
in 1861 as a gift to the 6th Duke of Richmond from his cousin, Admiral George Fitzroy.



The pair was part of the original "famous five" dogs whme to Britain during that period, the
other three being gifts to Queen Victoria and the Duke of
Wellington, respectively, later in the 1860s.

While those dogs appear to have lived out their lives as pets, it h
often been claimed that they becamefthedation of the
Goodwood Kennel line and the ostensible ancestors of the first
champion Pekingese, English Ch. Goodwood Lo (1903).

Ch. Goodwood Lo

If Goodwood Lo was a direct descendent of Guh and Meh, then the champion's ribbons could
be said to reach all the way back to the ‘emperor's robes' in the ancestral Summer Palace.

Ch. Goodwood Lo
Second champion

QUESTION OF TIMING

It is probably worth noting that this version of Pekingese history has been, for a number of
reasons, contested to some degree over the years. Queen Victoria's dog, Lootie, who came f
=——==——=====3 the original five imports, was often given supetioin the

historical narrative, for obvious reasons. Then, too, the
difference between these early Pekingese and other Asian
breeds, such as Pugs and spaniels, was not all that clear; in 189.
prominent breeder Mrs. Loftus Allen advertised her stud dog a

a 'roughcoated Pekingese pug,' and early Chinese scrolls
depicted dogs of a more spari&k character.

Queen Vi attroaiitabesf poiLooti eo

History might have been better written had the Pekingese community been more cohesive.



Owners often didn'tikow each other, best illustrated by a story about how Lady Algernon
GordonrLennox (sistefin-law of the 7th Duke of Richmond) médr the first timethe Douglas
Murrays while walking dogs on the streets of London. The two breeders were responsible for
theunion that created Goodwood Lo, the first English champion.

Unfortunately, the lineage of the Goodwood kennels did not lead directly from the Summer
Palace to Goodwood Lo's whelping box. From newly discovered journal reports of the 1890s,
now appeardtat Guh and Meh produced no puppies at all, and so were not the source of the
Goodwood kennel's enduring lineage.

Still, they may have been the first Pekingese introduced to the West. The newest research plz
Guh and Meh's arrival in Britain no earlibian 1858, when the dogs were made a gift to the
British colonial administrator Lord Elgin by the Chinese. How soon after 1858 the dogs arrivec
in Britain is unestablished. Admiral Fitzroy received the dogs from Lord Elgin, and it is
doubtful that he woulthave kept the dogs for too long before bringing them to Britain.
According to this 'new history' then, 2008 would at least mark the 150th anniversary of the
dogs' acquisition, if not their importation to Britain, and so the ‘Goodwood Experience' was we
justified as an 150tanniversary celebratieof sorts.

LUXURY, AND ONE LURCHER

The Goodwood property was purchased in 1697 by the first duke to use as a lodge for his
beloved Charlton Hunt. Expansion by subsequent dukes has produced an estate &f=@ine 1
acres that revolves around activities in the grand Regency home. The property is host to
numerous prestigious sporting events each year, including both vintage auto racing and some
the finest horse racing in Europe. In addition to these activihesestate includes an organic
farm covering some 3,000 acres, the largest g

of its kind in Europe.

The main house, set up over the centuries to
accommodate grand entertaining and weeke
hunting guests, has, even in daily use, the fee
a musem. 7

Three huge hunting scenes painted by Georg
Stubbs in 1759 adorn the upper walls of the
foyer, immediately announcing the canine
heritage of the dukedom.



For the February meeting of the Pekingese Club, several hosts led small groups into the
commonrooms of the estate house, each hall with its own extraordinary character. The yellow
drawing room is especially impressive for its family portraits and the only complete set of
Baroque livingroom furniture from Louis XIV's personal cabinet maker, atgithe 2nd Duke

of Richmond from Louis after he decided the upholstery did not match its intended place at
Versailles.

Portraits hung
throughout the
house demonstrate
all manner of
family dogs, from
the 2nd Duke of
Lennox's Italian
Greyhound to the
current Duchess of
Richmond's
egalitarian
selection, a lurcher
(the traditional dog
of poor and
| poaching classes
in 19th century
England).
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Between the two periods, the family has played a prominent role in the history of English dogs
the Charlton Hunt, whichttracted the family to Goodwood originally, and was one of the best
known fox hunts in the country, and the 6th Duke of Richmond, among his other titles, was al:
the 1st Duke of Gordon and patron of the vkelbwn blackandtan setter that carries hiame.
There is hardly any evidence of Pekingese in the Goodwood house at this time, though, and t
current residents do not own a representative of the breed. Their Graces's love of dogs,
however, led them to embrace the Pekingese celebration as an opypdotiill in gaps in their

own family's story. The duchess received guests at the champagne reception prior to dinner ¢
proved well versed in the sort of small talk all dog lovers favor.

After a few remarks on the history of the breed by conformaidge Steve Dean, the duke
himself addressed the audience. Noting the general importance of dogs in family history, he
expressed delight to learn more of the Lennox family's instrumental role in developing the
Pekingese breed.



The duke recalled a storgoin his youth, where his gregrandmother had made a gift of a
Pekingese to visiting royalty from a small, leks/eloped ("savage") countr year later, the
Duchess met the official again and asked how the dog was. "Delicious!" announced the king.
While a fine story, it must be admitted that the response of noble Pekingese breeders in
attendance was filled with nervous laughter, and whispered dismay when the duke announce
that he himself often found the charming litlegsgood enough to eat!

NOBLEOGS NOVELTY

The duchess's remarks the following day at the Pekingese specialty show were more temper:
Recalling the 6th Duke of Richmond and his wife, who received Guh and Meh, she recognize
the respnsibility that the family had assumed in leading the development of the British
Pekingese.

The breed was a novelty when it first came to Britain, but quickly achieved considerable
popularity. This was attributable to not only the caché secondary bwebd's mysterious and
royal history, but to the hard work of the Lennox familhe 6th Duke started the Goodwood
Kennel, which would become prominent in the breed's early years. The 7th Duke was both a
judge and breeder, while the 8th Duke of Richmoiad tine first president of the Pekin Palace
Dog Association (the official Pekingese dog club following the split from the Japanese and
Pekingese Spaniel Club in 1904).

These men carried the banner of the Pekingese breed, but historically the breed's main
supporters have been womefts the duchess recalled, Lady Algernon Gordon Lennox, wife of
the brother of the 7th Duke, Lord Algernon, was the principal authority in the breed at the
beginning of the 20th century.

Lady Algernon had received her fiRRekingese as a gift from her mottedaw in 1887, and
thereafter set about on a campaign to develop the breed in what she felt was the most traditic
mode: dogs 5 to 10 pounds in weighi¥hen the larger oriental spaniel constituency refused to
accepther judgment, she went to the Kennel Club on her own and started the Pekin Palace D
Association. She served as the chairperson of the club for some thirty years, and presided ov
cabinet dominated by women as well.

SHOWTIME

Lady Algernon's allegiance to traditional Peking breed values was certainly evident at the
specialty show on Sunday. Held at the Charlton Hunt restaurant, at the Goodwoedtiogse



facility, the entry of 100 dogs afuded the best of British Pekingese breeding, including 2007's
Pekingese of the Year.

Each dog was pampered, brushed, cuddled, and indeed, honored, in a manner so grand that
would almost demand not a grooming table but a silk pillow; many dodsogutAttendants
themselves showed a proclivity for mandarin collars and brocaded jackets.

No dog received less than a cosmically appropriate "million brush strokes."

In the end, judging rendered some distinctions
among the entrants, but the weekera$wot
about awards and breed standards.

At the end of the 19th century, a Pekingese in
your home created a sense of theatre,
imparting to parlors of aristocrats and more
common owners alike a patina of exoticism
and monarchic splendor.

In a sense,wners became emperors
their homes became palaces. It was
little wonder that the Pekingese
became one of the most popular
breeds in Britain during that time,
inspiring entries of 500 or more dog$
at large shows such as the Ladies
Kennel Association beford/orld

War |. Attending the "Goodwood
Experience" in February, a century's
development of the breed has, if
anything, sharpened the little dog's
reflected glory; everyone attending the event felt like royalty.
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All in attendance owe a debt of thankshe Pekingese Club officials who orchestrated the
Goodwood festivities:chairman B. Offiler, president Dorothy Dearn, treasurer Donald Lee, ano
most especially home secretary Brenda Oades and overseas & yearbook secretary Daphne L
who shouldered the ngansibility of performing as club hostesses for the evening. Their hard



